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Résumé

The import data from the Ministry of Trade indicates that Suriname has increased pesticides imports over the last five years. According to
research evidence, as much as 80% of potential production in various crops including rice would be lost as a result of agricultural pests without
crop protection measures. A questionnaire was adapted from a pesticide use survey to generate and collect meaningful data on perceptions of
small rice farmer?s knowledge and practices related to pesticide use and safety aspects in rice production in Nickerie. Results reveal that
farmers perceive the recommended dosage as too little and therefore increase the dosage. They often mix different types of pesticides and do
not use all of their protective equipment while spraying. Based on the results it is recommended to develop pesticide policies to stimulate
farmers to practice safe pesticide use in Suriname.
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